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SUMMARY 


1. (SBU)  Post  delivered  demarche  points  to  Director  (International 
Organizations)  Florence  Chong  from  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
and  Trade  (MFAT) . Ms.  Chong  noted  that  the  Government  of  Brunei 
(GoB)  is  still  conducting  "internal  deliberations"  regarding  the 
Copenhagen  Accord.  She  advised  that  MFAT  would  update  Post  as  soon 
as  a final  decision  was  made. 

2. (SBU)  British  and  Australian  High  Commissions  have  conveyed 
similar  demarche  points.  Both  embassies  noted  that  there  is  an 
internal  dispute  within  the  GoB  between  MFAT,  who  believes  the 
Accord  should  be  associated  with,  and  the  Ministry  of  Development 
who  is  raising  concerns  that  extra  "commitments"  will  be  required. 
All  three  embassies  have  attempted  to  alleviate  the  Ministry  of 
Development's  concerns  but  as  the  lead  GoB  agency  on  climate  change 
they  have  been  able,  to  date,  to  delay  Brunei's  association  with  the 
Copenhagen  Accord.  Post  continues  to  demarche  the  GoB  and  has 
joined  with  the  British  and  Australian  High  Commissions  to  publicly 
discuss  the  positive  aspects  of  the  Accord  in  the  local  media, 
including  in  the  popular  Ask  the  U.S.  Ambassador  weekly  newspaper 
column . 
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